
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Kiddie City Child Care Community 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Folktales with an Artist in Residency - Hassan Rodgers 

Your Project Summary: Led by Hassan Rodgers in collaboration with our PreK teachers, our 

PreKindergarten children will create and perform original folktales with costumes and sets designed and 

created by the children with assistance by staff and volunteers.  The project will begin March 2017 and 

will culminate in June 2017 with a public performance that will include guests representing the PreK 

children and staff, our center's other children, prekindergarten children's families, invited guests and 

others.. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I appreciate that the applicant values artistic & cultural vibrancy as essential to the care it 

provides for children. The artist residency provides public benefit to the children at Kiddie City by teaching 

them original folktales while incorporating lessons on including science, language arts, visual arts and 

more. Understanding more details about the lesson plans would have given me more confidence in the 

project. Additionally, the project budget seems larger than what would be appropriate for a project of this 

scale. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. This project provides an opportunity for young 

children to learn about creativity and performance, providing great public benefit. There is artistic 

vibrancy through the professional artist they are engaging to lead the project. I believe there is 

organizational capacity to plan and manage the project. One suggestion is to be more clear with the scope 

of the goal - instead of "all," specify how many children are participating. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This is a challenging application to score. I can see the public benefit to the defined community 

(PreK students at Kiddie City), and I can understand the artistic and cultural vibrancy Mr. Rodgers could 

bring to the child's experience. But there is not enough "public" involvement. Though the public will be 

able to attend the PreK graduation where this is being presented, I question how many members of the 

public would actually attend a somewhat private graduation for students they may not have a connection 

to. I scored this a somewhat for that reason. I also needed more information on Mr. Rodgers' background 

and his ability to lead the young students through this rigorous process. I do appreciate that the entire 

Kiddie City faculty will be involved in the implementation of the project, that students will potentially be 

introduced to a real theater, and that the folktale subjects will be cross-disciplinary. It just doesn't seem 

to be quite the right fit for CAC. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project somewhat met the funding criteria. The public benefit is very loosely discussed 

and it is unclear how many students are participating. While it is clear that the applicant is dedicated to 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 



Kiddie City Child Care Community - Continued  
 

3 
 

providing a high quality experience for the children in their care/program, the outcomes of this project 

are only discussed in the context of the production of the performance. Exposing the children to 

playwrighting at this very young age will have what effect in the short term or long term? The project cites 

including the officials and citizens of Euclid but then does not provide detail as to what that involvement 

will be. The budget is clear and reasonable. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, clearly the Folktales project has public benefit, because Kiddie City understands and serves 

its community.  Interestingly it says the final performance at graduation will be open to the public, and 

promoted via the Observer which seems like too broad of a reach for a program with such a specific target.  

I expect most attendees will be family members.  The project demonstrates artistic and cultural vibrancy 

by working with qualified professionals.  It would have been helpful to have a bio or other description for 

Mr. Hassan, but it was very helpful to see the attached YouTube videos (although they were unedited, a 

little long and had only been viewed twice when I saw them).  It seems a little optimistic to get so many 

volunteers to help with costumes, sets, etc. which makes me question the thoroughness of the planning, 

a part of organizational capacity.  But I'm sure the children will learn a lot and will put on a wonderful final 

performance regardless of the costumes they wear or the sets they stand in front of. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Kiddie City somewhat meets the funding criteria. The project, a study of folktales and a 

performance by the PreK class, does not clearly describe how the public will benefit. The project, including 

the performance, seems more insulated to the school, rather than a project that the greater community 

would be part of and be served by. Kiddie City is engaged with a storyteller, Mr. Rogers, who has been 

part of the school community for the past two years. They also have other volunteers involved with the 

costumes and set making. While I feel confident that Kiddie City can implement the project, I am not clear 

about the public benefit and the organization's process of evaluation. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


